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“Towards the ‘PURL’ (peri-urban-rural linkages): adaptive pathways for the
‘collective peri-urban intelligence’.

Joe Ravetz - 23-12-25

Urban expansion comes along with huge areas ‘between and beyond’ the urban or rural —
they are somewhere in the peri-urban. Many such areas see the negative side of urban
systems — extraction of resources, displacement by infrastructure, and vulnerability to
disasters. When forests are cleared and flood risk grows, or where new roads override local
communities, these negative linkages can be highly destructive.

Meanwhile there are alternatives emerging around the world. The positive ‘Peri-Urban-
Rural Linkages’ (PURL) see many new combinations: natural flood management, peri-urban
agro-ecology, food systems with nature restoration, or responsive transport with local
livelihoods.

This session reports on the global project Peri-cene and its 16 partner city-regions. It tracks
their experience of adaptation and resilience building: and follows the ‘collective peri-urban
intelligence’ as a way to build positive linkages.

We also point to a unique and topical pilot program in collaboration with the project ‘Policy
Mobility for Natural Flood Management’. The ‘Foresight-CHAY (‘collective human artificial
intelligence’) is an enhanced method and toolkit in development, with a leading Al platform,
in a UK-China-India collaboration (www.manchester.ac.uk/synergistics/co-futuring/ .

Overall, this program aims at integration of combined research-policy knowledge across
many fields, with a practical objective to enable others to continue this transformative
research agendain urban geography.


http://www.manchester.ac.uk/synergistics/co-futuring/
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Joe Ravetz leads the Urban Governance theme for the Manchester Urban Institute. He set up
the '"Mind-lab' (www.manchester.ac.uk/synergistics ) for research on the ‘collective
intelligence’ of cities, economies and societies, based on the ideas of the Deeper City -
www.manchester.ac.uk/synergistics/deeper-city-book/ . He is also a Principal of
www.samiconsulting.co.uk, and gives keynotes, workshops and facilitation in many
countries. As a former architect / planner, he is now a foresight consultant, systems thinker
and visual facilitator.
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Source text: Deeper-City: Collective-Intelligence-and-the-Pathways-from-
Smart-to-Wise

Join the interactive Mind-Lab / Laboratory for collective intelligence
Creative thinking on https://urban3.net/
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