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Even while global population growth slows, by 2050 there could be 2.5 billion more urban 

residents, all looking for adequate housing and urban infrastructure.1  For India and the 

global south, such transformations combined could bring alternative futures, from utopian 

to catastrophic.  We can sketch an urban future with high value jobs in global chains, local 

social economy, and technology at the service of a circular economy.   Equally plausible are 

near-future cities with precarious economies, environmental collapse and digital disruption.  

The principles of a ‘collective urban intelligence’ were put forward at the Royal Geographic 

Society in 2019, as one way to frame a nexus of inter-connected challenges, and a ‘connexus’ 

of inter-connected transformations.2 All this raises some profound questions for urban 

geographers -     

• Anticipatory questions – what scope and frame for alternative urban futures? 

Insights from futures / foresight studies. 

• Methodological questions - what kind of analysis, mapping and design for the 

‘collective urban intelligence’?  a cognitive systems approach to urban geography and 

the emerging hybrid metro-scape.  

• Procedural questions – participatory processes for ‘co-futuring’, and the new 

potential of AI to contribute to a CHAI (‘collective human-artificial intelligence’) with 

transformative potential for urban planning and governance. 

This then points to a unique pilot test program in progress on ‘Foresight-CHAI’ (‘Collective 

Human Artificial Intelligence’), with a leading AI platform, in a UK-China-India collaboration, 

as on Co-futuring . This interactive session cannot answer all questions, but it aims to sketch 

the landscape, demonstrate current methods and tools, and point to forward pathways. 

 

 
1 UN Habitat 2025: Housing the world: safe and resilient cities and communities:  WUF13 background paper:  
https://wuf.unhabitat.org/wuf13 
2 Deeper-City: Collective-Intelligence-and-the-Pathways-from-Smart-to-Wise 

https://sites.manchester.ac.uk/synergistics/co-futuring/
https://wuf.unhabitat.org/wuf13
https://www.routledge.com/Deeper-City-Collective-Intelligence-and-the-Pathways-from-Smart-to-Wise/Ravetz/p/book/9780415628976
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Source text: Deeper-City: Collective-Intelligence-and-the-Pathways-

from-Smart-to-Wise 

Join the interactive Mind-Lab / Laboratory for collective intelligence  
Creative thinking on https://urban3.net/ 
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